
	
	

	 1	

 	

WESTERN RESERVE  
RUG HOOKERS 

 

Meets first Thursday of 
each month from  

September to June 
  

Family Life Center  
16349 Chillicothe Rd.   
Chagrin Falls, Ohio. 

  

10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.   
 

Bring a lunch, coffee and 
tea provided 

 
More info at: 

westernreserverughookers.com 
 

2019 - 2020 Officers 
  

President – Shirley Hairston 
swh9421@gmail.com 

 

Vice President - Celia Esala 
czesala@aol.com 

 

Secretary - Win Grossman 
winifredpallante@sbcglobal.net 

  

Treasurer - Sibyl Osicka 
sibyl@sibylosicka.com 

 
	

Committee Chairs 
 

Hospitality -  Lois Davis 
 

Membership -  Pat Keith 
 

Sunshine -         Ruth Ellen Englander  
 

Website -          Shirley Hairston   
 

Hook-In -           Kelly Kanyok 
              Doreen Butler 
 

Store:             Diane Green  
 

 

November 2019 
 FROM SHIRLEY’S FRAME…. 

 
     I have several items to report on this month.  First is our 
selection of the annual Holiday gift.  The Chapter will vote on a 
proposed motion to match up to $500 from our chapter treasury 
to a collection taken at our December meeting.  I have two 
organizations that were suggested by members.  We will vote 
on this via the sticker method at our Meeting.  
 

Camp ho Mita Koda  https://www.camphomitakoda.org/ 
Camp Ho Mita Koda is a coed summer camp for kids 
and teens with Type 1 Diabetes. Located in 
Newbury, Ohio, our overnight camp welcomes boys and 
girls in grades K-11 for one-week sessions. Founded in 
1929, Camp Ho Mita Koda is the very first and oldest 
operating summer camp in the world for kids with T1D! 

Hiram Farm  http://www.hiramfarm.org/ 
Hiram Farm Living and Learning Community is a 
nonprofit organization that provides services for adults 
with developmental disabilities, with an emphasis on 
Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD). The Farm provides 
opportunities for these adults to grow, learn, work, and 
live in a setting focused on respect and support for 
individuals and the environment. 
 

     Speaking of our December meeting, it will be held on 
DECEMBER 12th at 10AM.  This will be our potluck holiday 
luncheon.    
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     Also, we do not have the details as of this printing 
regarding Donna Hrkman’s class.  We will delay registration 
until our December meeting.  And we will be registering for 
the “Hook-In Bee” in December for members only.  Open 
January 1st for non-members. 
 
     I am still searching for a nominating committee.  Please 
consider saying YES if you are approached.  Jan, Anne and 
Pat are more than willing to tell you what worked well for 
them last time.   The nominations need to be presented to 
the chapter at the April 2020 meeting. 
 
     Relocating our meeting place and hook In has been on 
everyone’s mind.  As of now there is really no news.  The 
Federated Church is in process of changing the 
governance/ownership of the facility.  I will contact the church 
directly in January to discuss what options we have.   
 
     We are also receiving notifications for Hook Ins being 
hosted around NEO.  We like to share the information and 
we have included two in this newsletter.  Connie Bradley is 
hosting on March 21 in Wellington, OH, and member 
Susanne Woodbury is hosting a hook in in Mentor on June 6.  
Members Karen Mitchell and Robin McNaught are hosting a 
hooking class by Connie Bradley in Eastlake the last week of 
January.   So many opportunities to learn and gather! 
 
Keep on Hookin’ 
Shirley 
 
 

Bring your Fall/Thanksgiving rugs 
to share 

at our November meeting! 
 

AND 
 

Our “Hook-In Bee” raffle rug will be at the 
November meeting to be passed along for 

someone else to hook on.  

Nov 2019 
Storekeepers: 

 

Marianna Halassy 
Robin Mc Naught 

 

Hostesses: 
 

Elaine Marcus 
Barbara Greene 

Dave Lewis 
Helen Young 
Dolly Webb 

 

THANK YOU! 
 

	

 
Western Reserve Rug Hookers 

is Chapter 119 of ATHA 
(Association of Traditional 

Hooking Artists)   

ATHA stands for the combined 
talents, creative energy and 
resources of over 4,000 fiber 
artists across the globe; and 
exists to help people express 
themselves through fiber art. 

Go to atharugs.com for more 
information on our national 

organization! 
 
 

STOREKEEPERS NEEDED! 
There will be a sign-up sheet at 
the next meeting or email Diane 
Green at green_985@msn.com 
Thanks, Diane 
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Hook-In Bee “It’s all the Buzzzzz” 
May 16, 2020 

 
6X6 sized mats to be given away! Start your bonnets buzzing with BEE ideas. 

You can make them hooked, punched, appliquéd 
 

The raffle rug has begun its journey. Don’t miss your chance to hook on it. 
 
 

                
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“HoneyBee” Pattern 
Kelly Kanyok, designer 

Kelly and Doreen have some fabulous ideas for 
the hook-in they will be sharing at our meetings 
leading up to the hook-in. Be there to be in the 
know and to volunteer to help! 
	

 

IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER! 
 

December meeting on December 12, 2019 
January meeting on January 9, 2020 
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First “Letters of the Alphabet” challenge pieces are in!  Can you 
see them? 

Our October guest speaker, Nola 
Heidbreder (C), is with the winners 
of her two books, “Hooking the 
Presidents” and “Finishing Hooked 
Rugs. Congratulations to Win 
Grossman (L) and Dave Lewis(R)! 
 
Thanks to Noreen Kenney’s estate for the 
books! 

The Monsters were ready for 
Halloween! 
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It's been a while now since I started making hooked rugs, but I've been an artist all my life. My second-grade 
art teacher told my mother I had a natural talent for art, and when I heard that, I knew I would always be an 
artist. 
 

Little did I know the different ways I would grow and learn my craft! 
 

I graduated college with a degree in drawing and painting. But I immediately realized that fine arts degrees 
were not good job guarantees, and I found myself looking for any type of work. Over the years I've held a 
variety of positions that were not directly related to my artwork, but my husband and I raised our three sons 
and kept a roof over our heads, so there's something to be said for that. 
 

I always found ways to express my artistic nature. I painted watercolors, designed counted cross stitch 
patterns, and started my own stencil business. I designed and sold decorative stencils for more than ten 
years, until the market dropped out and I was left with no orders. I had a brief respite when I was hired to do 
freelance design work for the Daisy Kingdom fabric company, creating stencil-based fabric patterns and home 
decor products. That was great fun, hard work, and I was deeply saddened when the company closed its 
doors seven years later. 
 

So I was without focus and letting go of my stencil business when my friends at Kindred Spirits, a primitive 
and folk art design business, encouraged me to give rug hooking a try. I resisted at first, reluctant to jump into 
yet another venue, but they persisted and I gave it a try. And that's when I fell in love with rug hooking. 
 

I've been at it now for over ten years. I design all of my own patterns and I sell patterns and wool that I dye. I 
teach at workshops, camps, guilds, and rug schools all over the country. I have also written a book, A 
Rughooker's Companion. It's a crazy world and I'm just a small part of it, but I have found the most wonderful 
way to express myself in rug making and I intend to continue to do so.  
 

My style of rug hooking has evolved over the years. When I first started, I worked in wide cuts, size eight, 
because I was working with Alice Stebel and Sally Korte of Kindred Spirits and their style was primitive and 
folk-art designs. I liked the challenge of creating designs in wide cuts and discovering how to manipulate the 
wool strips. It was fun! 
 

Gradually I felt the need to do greater detail in my hooking, and bit by bit I moved to smaller cuts. I am an 
artist who loves realism and whimsy and detail, and eventually I found my way to three cuts. The small cuts 
have given me freedom to create detail and shading and delicate lines to achieve the look I love in my 
hooking. 
 

I've come to be known for my portrait work and my rugs with a message. I like exploring portraiture and love 
helping other rug hookers create the portraits they want to make. And I will always have causes that mean 
something special to me, so there will be more message rugs in my future. 
 

I can still teach other styles and how to use wide cuts. I'm an artist in my core, so I can offer what I know of 
non-objective art and different styles of rug hooking. I will try just about anything for a student or anyone 
who wants a different type of rug. And if I can't do it, I'll find someone who can! 
 

Those of us who love rug hooking should be doing what we love and connecting with others who share that 
love! 
 

Happy Hooking!   Donna Hrkman 
	

	

 

Donna Hrkman Designs 
Donnahrkmandesigns.com 

March 2020 
More details to come! 

(We hope to start sign-ups in December) 
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ABOUT THE WESTERN RESERVE RUG HOOKERS (WRRH) 

 
THE WESTERN RESERVE RUG HOOKERS (WRRH), ATHA Chapter 119, meet the first Thursday of 
each month from September to June at the Family Life Center located at 16349 Chillicothe 
Road in Chagrin Falls, Ohio. 
 

The meetings begin at 10:00 a.m. and end at 2:00 p.m.  Bring a lunch, coffee and tea is provided.  
 

WRRH is affiliated with the national rug hooking organization, Association of Traditional 
Hooking Artists (ATHA). You may find more information regarding ATHA at atharugs.com. To 
enjoy benefits provided by ATHA, all members of WRRH must also belong to the national 
organization. 
 

It is our desire to promote interest in the art of rug hooking and encourage creativity, 
craftsmanship and self-expression. We meet monthly to visit with friends, hook together, and 
enjoy educational programs. We welcome new attendees and hope that you will choose to join 
our creative and talented group. 
 

RENEWAL	
	 Chapter	Dues	 ATHA	DUES	 Total	
Chapter	Only	 $15	 $0	 $15	
Chapter	and	ATHA	 $15	 $32	 $47	

	
New	Member	 	 	 	
	 Chapter	Dues	 ATHA	DUES	 Total	
June-Sept*	 $15	 $32	 $47	
Oct,	Nov,	Dec	 $15	 $24	 $39	
Jan,	Feb	 $15	 $16	 $31	
March,	April,May	 $15	 $8	 $23	
	
*June-Sept	will	be	considered	dues	for	the	following	year	(July	1-June30)	
	
Chapter Members MUST be members of ATHA.  ATHA membership may be applied across 
chapters. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

	Welcome to new members! 

Rita Bober 
Sandra C. Lucic 

Gloria Strasshofer 
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3 HOOKING OPPORTUNITIES (if you have questions please contact the person 
listed, WRRH is not a sponsor of these events): 
 

 

Spring HOOK-IN & RUG EXHIBIT 
Saturday, March 21, 2020 10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m., 

 

New Russia Township, The Lodge 
46300 Butternut Ridge Rd, Oberlin, OH 44074 

(Conveniently located between Rt. 2 and Rt. 20, just off Rt. 58.) 
 

Cost: $20.00 per person (non-refundable) 
 

Bring a sack lunch and rug or a hooked piece to display. 
Snacks and beverages will be provided. 

 

Come enjoy the day of fun, friendship, vendors & auctions! 
Deadline to register is March 1st. 

 
Please make checks payable to: Connie Bradley 

and mail to 18550 Pitts Road, Wellington, OH 44090 
 

For more information, email Connie Bradley at osurug@zoominternet.net. 
 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  
PLEASE PRINT:  
Name__________________________________Phone#________________________  
 

Email________________________________________________________________  
 
Spring Hook-In Cost $20.00  
Mail to: Connie Bradley, 18550 Pitts Road, Wellington, OH 44090 by 
March 1st. 
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Great Lakes Rug Hook In 
Saturday, June 6, 2020 

Old Council Hall 
7250 Jackson St. 

Mentor, OH 
10:00am to 3:00pm 

 
Mat swap Patriotic Theme       Bring your favorite rug to show 

Lunch and snacks provided 
 

Vendors-Wool Yonkers, Crows on the Ledge, Orphaned Wool, Traveling 
Woodbury Wools and Lauren Fuqua and Melissa Masterson 

--------------------------------------------------------------- 
Please detach and return this portion with your check for $30.00 
 

Contact Susanne Woodbury swoodbury@outlook.com or 440-209-1880 for more information. 
Make checks payable to Susanne Woodbury and mail to me at -- 7 Meadowlawn Dr., Unit 10, 
Mentor, OH 44060 
Name_____________________________ Email_____________________________ 
 
Address____________________________ City and State______________________ 
 
Phone _____________________________ 
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ROCKIN ‘ROUND THE COLOR WHEEL 
                               REGISTRATION FORM 
 

Join us for a 3 day midwinter class with Connie Bradley focusing on primitive shading but 
covering who knows what because our instructor is very knowledgeable about all different 
styles of hooking, color planning, finishing, etc.  Don’t let the word “primitive” put you off if 
you are a fine hooker. This will be an open class, so bring your own project and bring 
questions. Our theme is the 1950’s – the fabulous food, music and décor. Come trip down 
memory lane with us. 
Vending:  Connie will bring her beautifully dyed wools & a selection of patterns. 
 
Dates: Tues 1/28/20 – Thurs 1/30/20  Time:  9AM – 3:30PM  Price: $175 
 
Location: Eastlake Senior Ctr., 1580 East 332nd St., Eastlake, OH 44095 Ample parking is 
available at the rear of the building & the room is on ground level & can be easily accessed.  
Food: Coffee/tea & snacks as well as lunch will be provided each day.    
Places to stay: Check online. Willoughby & Mentor are both close to our meeting site in 
Eastlake & offer a wide range of accommodations. 
Questions? contact:  Robin McNaught – robinmcnaught@yahoo.com 
                                                                    216 401-5550 
                                   Karen Mitchell –     dshlover@hotmail.com 
                                                                    440 223-0745     

Just for fun: On the first day we meet, Connie suggested that we each bring 1 scrap of 
red, a scrap of blue, of yellow & of green – each stapled to a separate white 4X6 card 
or ½ sheet of computer paper. Try to choose the truest version of each color you have 
on hand. 
                                       REGISTRATION FORM 
 

Space is limited. Students will be admitted on a first come/first served basis. You will 
be notified by email when you are successfully enrolled. 
Refund Policy:  A full refund will be made if you must withdraw on or before 
12/15/19 provided there is a waiting list or you can find a replacement. No refund is 
possible after that date. 
NAME: ____________________________________________________________________ 
ADDRESS: ________________________________________________________________ 
                  ________________________________________________________________ 
PHONE: ____________________   EMAIL: ____________________________________ 
 
Dietary Restrictions that should concern us in planning food? _______ 
_____________________________________________________________________________Please send 
completed registration form with a check for $175.00 (price includes 3 days of class 
instruction, lunches & snacks) to: Robin McNaught, 7260 Port Royal Ct., Mentor, OH  44060 
 [NOTE: If the class fills but you would still like to join, pls. ask to have your name put on a 
waiting list.] 


